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ENGLISH RENAISSANCE : MAJOR CONTRIBUTION MADE
pY SHAKESPEARE TO THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND
ENGLISH CULTURE

NINGARAJU
i ux e Assistant Professor,Dept of English
Sri Adichunchanagiri First Grade College, Channarayapattna, Hassan (D)

Abstract

There is no doubt that William Shakespeare had a great influence not
only in theater and films and other poets and novelists, but also in the
English language, with words that we use every day. Many may not even
know that it was him who invented or coined these words. Literally there are
thousands of words that Shakespeare invented that we still use today. Who
do you think invented the words manager, fashionable, eyeball, laughable,
gloomy or lonely, among others?. William Shakespeare has knowledge of
seven languages and usually made direct quotes in other languages directly
in the plays that he wrote. It is incredible that he had a vocabulary of 24,000
words, the most for any writer, then and now.
Keywords: Vocabulary, English Language, Renaissance, Battle of Bosworth
Field, Elizabethan era, Modern English.

Introduction

The English Renaissance was a cultural and artistic movement in England dating
from the late 15th century to the early 17th century. It is associated with the pan-
European Renaissance that is usually regarded as beginning in Italy in the late 14th
century. As in most of the rest of northern Europe, England saw little of these developments
until more than a century later. The beginning of the English Renaissance is often taken, as
a convenience, to be 1485, when the Battle of Bosworth Field ended the Wars of the
Roses and inaugurated the Tudor Dynasty. Renaissance style and ideas, however, were slow
to penetrate England, and the Elizabethan era in the second half of the 16th century is
usually regarded as the height of the English Renaissance.

The English Renaissance is different from the Italian Renaissance in several ways.
The dominant art forms of the English Renaissance were literature and music. Visual arts in
the English Renaissance were much less significant than in the Itahan Renaissance. The
English period began far later than the Italian, which was moving into Mannerism and
the Baroque by the 1550s or earlier. In contrast, the Enghsh Renaissance can only truly be
said to begin, shakily, in the 1520s, and it continued until perhaps 1620.

Changes in English at the time - .

Early Modern English as a literary medium was unﬁxcd in structure and vocabulary
in comparison to Greek, Hebrew and Latin, and was In a .constant state of ﬂgxe.
When William Shakespeare began Wwriting his plays, the English language was rapidly
absorbing words from other languages due to wars, exploration, diplomacy and colonization.
By the age of Elizabeth, English had become widely used with the expansion of philosophy,
theology and physical sciences, but many writers lacked the vocabulary to express such
ideas. To accommodate this, Writcrs such as Edmund Spenser, Sir  Philip
Sidney, Christopher Marlowe and william Shakespeare expressed new ideas and
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] : : ing or adopting a word or a phrase frOmN
distinctions by inventicé, borrowing that, between the years 1500 an;tger lag,

eologizing- Scholars estimate
known ml; ‘:n odifiers of Latin, Greek and modern Romance languages addeqg 3:)8(’) n%:’
wrdlmtheEn&Ii‘hlanm' 000 .Y,

theatre A
e ve been a major influence on subs

Shakespeare's works ha : ) .
Shakespeare created some of the most admired plays in Western literature (with theay,

ing Lear being ranked among the world's greatest plays), apn Macbe
Hamlet athf‘:a uK:lengy expanduil:g expectations about what could be”.accompﬁsl.“,fl tt}rlramf"hnt::j
and language. Specifically, in plays like Hamlet, Shakespeare "integrated chqp, c:ugh Dl
with plot,” such that if the main character was .d1ﬂ'ercnt in any way, the plot would benzaﬁon
changed. In Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare mixed tragedy and comedy togethe, - e ‘Otauy
new romantic tragedy genre (previous to Shakespeare, romance had not been o preatea
worthy topic for tragedy). Through his soliloquies, Shakespeare showed how p1a81der°da
motivations and conflict (up until Shakespeare, solij, J'is coyq

€quent

explore a character's inner

often used by playwrights to "introduce [characters], convey informatiop, €8 Were
an exposition or reveal plans”). » Provig,
Characters

His plays exhibited "spectacular violence, with loose and episodic plotting, ang ..
mingling of comedy with tragedy" .In King Lear, Shakespeare had deliberatel; br v
together two plots of different origins. Shakespeare's work is also lauded for its insigh:gght
emotion. His themes regarding the human condition make him more acclaimed thap e
his contemporaries. Humanism and contact with popular thinking gave vitality ?n A
language. Shakespeare's plays borrowed ideas from popular sources, folk traditions otrhm
pamphlets, and sermons. Shakespeare also used groundlings widely in his plays The,: o
groundlings "saved the drama from academic stiffness and preserved its ess;entialsbe‘of
tovyards entertainment in comedy ". Hamlet is an outstanding example of "groundunlm3
qm.ck_ness and response. Use of groundlings enhanced Shakespeare's work practicall gsd
artistically. He represented English people more concretely and not as puppets. His };lznll
have fouglcli aT:;pression in chronicles, or history plays, and tragedies. ' s

speare's earliest years were dominated by his i
that formed a link to the later written tragedies. Nine o{n oft:gh&leagsp?:yi iefeﬁofi(:fcl:gm IIsl
the ﬁfa_t decade of his career were chronicles or histories. His histories were szed on the
prevailing Tudor political thought. They portrayed the follies and achievements of kings
their misgovernment, church and problems arising out of these. "In shapi ressing’
and altering chronicles, Shakespeare gained the art of e desien oo in the a0
way he developed his remarkable insight i of dramatic design; and in the s27
characters were very near to reatity into character, its continuity and its variation". His

"Shakespeare' ' '
Lost". His Ri ch:f;anma: dcgz‘l?:gt;rr:k:r:r en(l:?)l:l :harply inqlividualized after Love's Lag;";;:
Swe "I 5, Mol otk o i T plex and solid figures whereas Richard :
e umamalth ( gusto”. The Falstaff trilogy is in this respect very impor&™

: » ough a minor character, has a i i 4 ¢ uses
him as a commentator who passes 'u’d POMEFAL pesiny of lis own. "Shakesp e light
of his own super abundant et v e LS O events represented in the play. it U5, )
spirit of the play”, throws insight in ty". Falstaff, 91though outside "the prevailing PO
that Shakespcare had developed a capaci .
characters and expressions added pacity to see the plays as whole, something ™",

together. In Falstaff trilogy, through the ch?f 2 i

. 1 in . " y
;:?::;_um?mty has to accommodast:ciltZZf :vohtct:: tolauimchsu}ne - conduc:hl ° Sl'lccri? i’ afc for
» @ loyal human-bej : ; c 8 of expediency, there 18
being. This sentiment is so true even after ceilytuﬁes.
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ghakespeare united the three main streams of literature:

e Verse
o Poetry and
e Drama.

To the versification of the English language, he impart . .
giving highest expressions with elasticity of lan parted his eloquence and variety

. . guage. The second, the sonnets and
was bound in spucturc. He imparted eéconomy and intensity to the language. In thzoteht'gci

age by introducti
and expressions, style and form to the language. guage by oduction of words
Standardization of the English language

The writings of Shakespeare actually influenced the English lan age, as hi
contributed to standardize English language rules and gramgnlllar in gtlf111c g1 "7th a:dw;)gltfl:
centuries. The words and phrases that he wrote were embedded in the language especially
in "A Dictionary of the English Language" by Samuel Johnson. The introduction of new
words as well as phrases had greatly enriched the English language, which made it more
expressive and colorful. Some believe that Shakespeare was the first to use about 1,700
words — words that be created by borrowing from other languages, changing verbs into
adjectives or nouns and vice versa, adding suffixes and prefixes and connecting other words
as well as creating new ones. He had several phrases that are still very much a part of

today's language and conversation such as full circle, a sorry sight, strange bedfellow and
seen better days.

Invented words
Let us explore some more of the common words the world's pre-eminent playwright
created.
% Gloomy was formerly a verb that Shakespeare turned into an adjective. He used this
in Titus Andronicus. In Merchant of Venice, he introduced the word laughable.
Majestic was from the word "majesty" that first used in the 1300s, while "majestical"
was used initially around the 1570s. Shakespeare used the word majestic in The
Tempest.
® In the 1400s, the word "alone" was shortened to lone. From this word, he created
the word lonely which he used in the early 17th century tragedy, Coriolanus. He
introduced the term "radiance" in King Lear, which originated from "radiantem," the
Latin word for beaming. Hurry was a word that is found in Henry VI Part I while
generous, which came from the Latin word generosus or "of noble birth" was first
used in et. ) .
* Ho(:ﬁ:st, I_:va:)nrltlhy, proper and useful are thf: terms assogiated with "frugi" the Latin
word that became frugal, which was used in a passage in Much Ado About Nothing.
iti ed in Othello. .
& Icnnttll(;:l ;Vsisogfstthlésphrase "o court” means to woo. From tfh‘;s v_vord Shakespeare
created the wor courtaup which be el in e Moo o th L e
% In Love's Labour's Lost, he_ mtrodup ot (t)h Italiy, name, Giovanni. It means
"zani" that came for "Zanni," a denvattiweacl’f e ar ’
idi : i conventional. .
;iu;lsi};r::c;;tég;n %ﬁzrs:ilngéyolfl?he Shrew, Shakespeare 'uscd the':' word undrcs.:, a;r(tl}nﬂe
e the Dutch term "randten" that means g
rant was first seen in Hamlet. It came from
foolishly.

writings i
Hare a.r?nslome'mol: ::;g: ?1:;: \‘;I.il‘i:ari: léjl:akcstpea‘rc had a great influence not only In
ere is n

. ith
" in the English language, Wi
ts and novelists, but also in . i ted or
t\:I:radt:rt:ntd . a:\ifz’ﬂ:l(:y p::any may not even know that it was him who inven
at we use .
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sands of words that Shakespeare i,
i there are thoy rd er, fashiongp. 9 t
: ords. Literally ink invented the words manager, fashiongp, O thy
coined these W' wm.:my(mﬁm:km i
wesu’llusetoday.

e}'eban’
?
g]oomy or lonely; among others of seven lang'uages and usuany
laugha e, e Shakespeare has R p]ag ys that he wrote. It is incredible thy ﬁ: direyy
e noths anguges dty 5 iy st 1 TG S
vocabulary of 24,000 ‘:""’ds’ tions to English literature
William Shakespeare's contribu tributions to English Literature and one of g,
made many con : € on
Shakespeare mac his contribution to the English language. £y
that affects us every day is ently made up his own words, which stil] . .
In fact, Shakespeare actually frequ ; el ; € on
a) ; e today. Scholars point out that espeare is responsip,
the .Engl“h Sigueg English words found in our 25,000 word-lon E "
ainisy dhont LI o ted" by Amanda Mabillard ey,
vocabulary. The article "Words Shgak;speare Inven abrfard containg ,
i words Shakespeare coined. )
b) glsitllgr;‘l f;whal«:speare added about 1,700 words to the English lang'gage by invention o
combination and by borrowing roots from other languages. In his plays, he CTeateq
highly complex characters with rich interiority and constructed enduring plots that have
become touchstones for much of English literature since. He helped to popularize the
English sonnet form, which is also known as the Shakespearean sonnet because of his
fame and influence.
Shakespeare has had an enormous influence on English literature. Shakespeare, whg
was never afraid to innovate, contributed more than 1,700 words to the English
language. More importantly, he innovated with character. For example, Hamlet has been

called the first modern play because of the intense interiority of its title character.
Hamlet is always thinking, and the audience is allowed to hear those thoughts through
his many soliloquies.

d) Shakespeare had a deep understanding of people from all walks of life and created
deeply imagined, well-rounded characters, so human they can seem nonfictional, the
subjects of his pla; i

can rob ive richness of
English literature. readers of much of the allusive ric

!
work hﬁsc:: tepr:rrx,l?er:?edpa&anel to S.hakespeare's influence would be The Wizard of 0z. Thl;
; m°di‘?tely what such allue American consciousness that most Americans understa?

1 ", ' z . . d"
mean without needing them :lzp?gha;:dwe T€ not in Kansas anymore" or "the witch is dea

t or told where they come from. i
hmmrledl:ncv;x?:‘,” .ail;::mns to lfmespwe Show up everywhere in English literature, hleglls:
in English, Emmg quotesx » In Jane Austen's Emma, considered one of the great no‘iha
Christic's mysteries, guch ng e MeT's Night Dream. In popular literature, %07
One could make g pagtime s O cthing Wicked This Way Comes, allude to ShakesPZ;
them all over © of locating Shakespeare allysiony in English literature 229

: have coined is the word accused. H
ey Y being used i L ’ ‘:1‘13;’\1];0-, Or acoust-, meaning "denotes hearing,’ vvhl'-Tijn )
nglish, anq Combined it with the past tens¢
S¢ Who need a hearing to determine thelt
. Sé'lanes Online). Shakespeare first COmed&
treason, King Richarg IIe::ysI: When, speaking of those who

|
|

e

T————
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Then call them to our
: Presen
Th:::lcﬁ:er g brow to brow, ourselves wil] h,
and tl'-xe accused freely g ak. (I; apend
The word unreal was also coined by Sp peak. (I.i. 16-18)

"not" or "deprived of' ang combined | °Speare. He took the Latin

i . prefix un-
Ijtc Middle }'"Jnghsh as a word in legal termin oif)g‘;l 2&3?; Lasm word reali
real property” (Prefix Dictionary; Oxford Dictionaries Onlinmg relatin
in Macbeth in Act IIl, Scene IV when e). Th

Macbeth . € word unreal first appears
porrible shadow! / Unreal mockery, hencel" (III.iv?Ji%lgl-t(r)l;) i oy THente,

ce; face to face,

tior written in English vernacular lar i

the Prc?testant Refonpatmn s c'all to let people interpret the Bible for themsiilr}; b?ga? vc‘lnﬂ;’

accepting the Catholic Church's interpretation. e
i.  Another eafly proponent of literature

in both drama and incl
as Edmund Spenser, whose verse epi poctry included poets such

6
ii.  The Faerie Queene had a strong influence on English literature but was eventually

ovex:shadowed by the lyrics of William Shakespeare, Thomas Wyatt and others.
Typically, the works of these playwrights and poets circulated in manuscript form
for some time before they were published, and above all the plays of English
Renaissance theatre were the outstanding legacy of the period.

iii. =~The works of this period are also affected by Henry VIII's declaration of
independence from the Catholic Church and technological advances in sailing and
cartography, which are reflected in the generally nonreligious themes and various
shipwreck adventures of Shakespeare.

iv.  The English theatre scene, which performed both for the court and nobility in
private performances and a very wide public in the theatres, was the most crowded
in Europe, with a host of other playwrights as well as the _giant figures
of Christopher Marlowe, William Shakespeare a1:1d Ben Jonson. Elizabeth herself
was a product of Renaissance humanism trained by . Roger Ascham, and
wrote occasional poems such as "On Monsieur's Departure" at critical moments of
her life. .

v. Philos‘:)phers and intellectuals included Thomas More and Francis B?i:gn. A‘I;ilithe
16th century Tudor monarchs were highly edu.cated, as was much o efnom artf’
and Italian literature had a considerable following, providing the sources for y

. of Shakespeare's plays. : ith the Baconian Method, a
. English thought advanced toward: H’I‘llf::ei elgnngﬁ:;egrécgf“t’;lt:Book of Common Praxer,
‘end of the period the Authorised Version ("King
first published in 1549, and at the ® Bible (1611) had enduring impacts on the
James Version" to Americans) of the Bi

English consciousness.

Infly, e . : e. Prior to and
ke gt Sy ntucnced b o Bl O
dur b oy and rules O : th century,
urmShSalll(akespea‘re . t1me1,) m:mgerﬁ;?;r in the late seventeerllit:h61111:n ;g:gt:?nwi ¥h' inany
the 5 A ol plays bec dardization of the Engl e English language,
Y helped contribute to the stan bedded in th

Shakespearean words and phrases becoming €m
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" ¢ such as Samuel JOhft;:‘m" Ate Dilt_:lﬁonary of the g
lar t emmorethmmy° er wWri r.. € expand ngl;
e which quoted Shakesp rds and phrases, experimenting wi:ﬁ lt)he SCQS? :f

ongt introducing new wo .
English literature by c and g-ammaﬁcal structures. He also inspired m od VCTBQ)

: ; ti
and also introducing new poc first century, such as the word "swag", which dex:? term,

ed in the twenty- ; .
?:ar::;l"},’ f‘ilx:t geen in the text of his plays Henry V and A Midsummer Night's Dr eane:s from
o test contributions to the English language m

Am Shakespeare's grea . :
inu-zrt;ﬂction of ?ww vocabulary and phrases which have enriched the lang ‘i‘t b? the
it

more colourful and expressive. Some estimates at the number of words o
Shakespeare number in the several thousands. Warren King clarifies by saying th:msd by
of his work — the plays, the sonnets and the narrative poems - Shakespeare ;5¢ t, "In
words: Of those, 1,700 were first used by Shakespeare." He is also Weus 17,677
for borrowing from the classical literature and foreign languages. He created thege knowy
"changing nouns into verbs, changing verbs into adjectives, connecting words ne ity
used together, adding prefixes and suffixes, and devising words wholly origina] Ver before
Shakespeare's original phrases are still used in conversation and language tod Many of
u;clu?e, but are not limited to; "seen better days, strange bedfellows, a sorry sigh ay. These
circle". Shakespeg{e added a c9nsiderable number of words to the English lan b and 'y
tf:::é)arzd tol additions to English vocabulary made in other times. Shakespearg:igtlf when
Whileerit i:ve uglp sttgle and structure to an otherwise loose, spontaneous language elped to
records over 213003)t iﬁal;l:tsigfar'e crea.ted ey Hiew words (ihe Oxford Englisﬁ Dictio
Jonathan HOP‘; who wrote inf'slﬁaﬁ:gozg '(?ef;grqphic pOil."tsmm"t the findings of histonr?;yn
who read texts for the first edition ofrt)he t(:) S;‘: L at“"; Eng1§8h that. "the Victorian scholars
paid special attention to Shakespeare: his

texts were read .
v i i or?:; e thoroughly, and cited more often, so he is often credited wi

’ ses of words, which can in fact. b f . - ed with the first
(b). Bhnk Verse J , be found in other writers."

"perfect metre-abundance of rime [thymel
well as the “qu of style. "Sh;ktf;er these two comedies, he kept experimenting
invention ang | lopment of hig bpeare S experimental use of trend and style 2
decasyllabic ryje hmﬂuences”' Through lank verses, are all evidences of his creati™
"Shakespeare's plagy < OPed the blanik “xperimentation  of tri-syllabic substitution 2
English language VCTSe is one of the ©rse to perfection and introduced a new style-
expeﬁmmﬁng andwas wntten He used H:}(;st Important of all his influences on the &y the
**perimentation ”A;‘;:rf °Cting it. The free i verse throughout in his writing &
Outstanding fCatur Ptation of free spe speech rhythm gave Shak e freedom for
i Aty are's pot::(glyﬁh,rh M to the fixed bla;ﬁii::en;:arnework is 93;
action Ignificant repetis: the verse jtg ffsmklng choice of words in commo” plan
“orrespondin Pelition, gpq to f| Vi €Xpanding into images which eventu y
» & More Subt(; » With the presentation of chara®® g
T8¢ gave g p © and suggestive unity". Expressing “’“‘)Uonf
&tural ow to language Wl.th arl)'l added 51,:;}55 0
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c). Poetty :
;{e introduced in poetry two main factors - "verbal immediacy and the moulding of stress to
the moverr_le}'lt of hnvmg emotion”. Shakespeare's words reflected passage of time with "fresh
concrete vividness gving the yeader an idea of the time frame. His remarkable capacity tc;
analyze and express emotions in simple words was noteworthy:
When my love swears that she is made of truth
I do believe her, though I know she lies— ’

In the sonnet above, he has exprossed o e

n the sonnet above, he has ressed in i "
contradictory attitudes to a single emot;?:rl:". L

The ?onnet form was limited structurally, in theme and in expressions Liveliness of
Shakespeare's language and strict discipline of the sonnets imparted economy and intensity
to his writing sty.le. "It encouraged the association of compression with depth of content and
variety of emotional response to a degree unparalleled in English". Complex human
emotions found simple expressions in Shakespeare's language.
Conclusion

Shakespeare's influence extends from theatre and literatures to present-day movies,
Western philosophy, and the English language itself. Wiliam Shakespeare is widely
regarded as the greatest writer in the history of the English language, and the world's pre-
eminent dramatist. He transformed European theatre by expanding expectations about
what could be accomplished through innovation in characterization, plot, language and
genre. Shakespeare's writings have also impacted many notable novelists and poets over the
years, including Herman Melville Charles Dickens, and Maya Angelou, and continue to
influence new authors even today. Shakespeare is the most quoted writer in the history of
the English-speaking world after the various writers of the Bible; many of his quotations
and neologisms have passed into everyday usage in English and other languages.
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